
 

 

CROSSBORDER JURISTS 

ASSOCIATION 

 

 

SINIR AŞAN HUKUKÇULAR 

DERNEĞİ 

 

www.crossborderjurists.org 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

ON ENDING REFUGEE RIGHTS VIOLATIONS ON THE BELARUS-POLAND 

BORDER LINE 

 

There has been a human tragedy on the Belarus-Poland border for weeks. It is observed 

that this drama, the violation of almost all first generation human rights including the 

right to life, is perceived as an international problem that is only dealt with within the 

framework of refugee law.   

Our Association, which has adopted the principle of proclaiming the attacks and 

communicating with the victims in order to prevent all kinds of acts and neglects towards 

fundamental human rights, has made the following verdicts on the subject.   

Although in terms of international diplomacy it is reasonable for states that are directly or 

indirectly involved to put their national interests first with regard to the legal status of 

refugees, in particular the UN Geneva Convention, it is clear that this premise and 

politics are far from providing a solution to the problem and even aggravate the problem 

and its consequences. 

The reason why people leave their country and go to the Belarus-Poland border is either 

the loss of functionality of the Constitution, laws and institutions in their country of 

citizenship or where they live or the outbreak of war, civil turmoil and severe social 

development.  

The approaches of the European Union countries selected as the destination should also 

be taken into consideration in the solution of the problem.  Because, potential problems 

such as integration, socialization, labor distribution, unemployment problem, the 

existence of possible risks that may arise from the change of demographic structure 

cannot be ignored. 

We care about the protection and development of human values that we think are still 

best represented through democratic institutions and laws, which form the basis of 



formations such as the European Union, the Council of Europe or the United Nations. 

However, beyond all these, it should not be neglected that there are factors underlying the 

problem:  

The very first one is the abuse of democratic values and the international diplomatic 

courtesy by despotic leaders against democratic countries and communities. The most 

concrete example is that the governments of the countries on the migration route turn 

immigrants into bargaining chips against the Western world. The policy followed by the 

Belarusian administration today has been implemented by the Turkish government in the 

recent past.   

On the other hand, the recent experience shows that the most important condition for 

protecting democratic gains for countries adopted European Union law is not to make 

concessions to governments that see democracy only as a tool. Because the problems that 

can be solved radically on site at home before they reach the border of the European 

Union can only be solved when they become chronic and with a concession that will 

inevitably hurt democratic values. 

The denial of the most basic political rights of the Kurdish people, a total population of 

fifty million living in four different countries - Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria - is one of the 

most important reasons for this migration and the turmoil in the region. Taking strength 

from this problem, the governments of the aforementioned countries can inflict terrible, 

inhumane treatments on the remaining parts of their own nationals whenever they see 

necessary. 

We do not want to consider for a second that the European countries, including the 

European Union members, who institutionalize democracy in their own countries, are 

content with the existence of despotic governments in Central Asia, Middle East 

countries and Turkey for their own interests. 

For these reasons, our expectation is that modern western countries should identify new 

types of democracy abuser management models that exploit the vulnerabilities of 

international diplomacy, develop and implement preventive policies that can intervene on 

the spot. This will not be possible through temporary policies aimed at solving the 

problems arising from the fact that the immigrant problem is based on its own borders. It 

will only be possible with the implementation of determined social, political and 

economic policies towards the administrations and conditions triggering migration.   

We believe that this perspective should be implemented urgently for the permanent 

solution of many democratic problems as well as the immigration problem. 

We declare this message with respect to the international community.  


